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O bituary for James Joseph Palmer, Jr.

July 30, 1943 – April 15, 2017

Leesburg, VA -- James Joseph “Jim” Palmer, 73, died Saturday, April 15, 2017 after a long battle with

respiratory illness. Jim passed away peacefully with his children by his side.

Jim is survived by his children and their spouses: Michael and Melissa Palmer of Woodleaf, NC,
Patrick and Jeanie Palmer of Purcellville, VA, Irene and Alan Marley of Jacksonville, NC, and

Caitlin and Jeremy Curtis of Arlington, VA. He is also survived by 10 grandchildren: Cassidy,
Taylor, James, Blake, Ryan, McKenna, Olivia, Elana, Lilly, and Jackson. Jim leaves two siblings and

their spouses: Michael and Janet Palmer of Newport, RI, and Leslie Palmer and Rudy Ledesma of
San Antonio, TX as well as many nieces and nephews. Jim was preceded in death by his parents,
James Joseph and Mary Dorothy (Sullivan) Palmer, his beloved wife, Nancy McGinn Palmer, and

his eldest son, James Joseph Palmer, III.

Jim was born in Newport, RI and graduated from Rogers High School. After high school, he
attended Wentworth Institute of Technology in Boston. Jim served his country for 20 years as a

member of the Army National Guard finishing his career with a rank of first sergeant (1SG). Jim
worked for many years as a Manager at Transcom Electronics in Newport and Portsmouth, before

it was bought out by Alcatel, Inc. He was transferred by Alcatel to Raleigh, NC in 1990. As a
“relocated Yankee” living in North Carolina, Jim found the South suited him.

Jim touched many lives in his various roles as husband, father, grandfather, son, brother, friend,

manager, volunteer, neighbor, and coworker. His biggest impact may be on the lives he touched
as an active member of Alcoholics Anonymous. Jim became an inspiration to many after

successfully embracing sobriety in 1980. For decades, he served as a facilitator and organizer of
countless AA events and meetings, and acted as the sponsor/confidant/mentor for dozens of
people seeking help to find a way out of the darkness of alcoholism. He celebrated his 37th year of

active sobriety a few months before his death.
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In loving memory of James J. Palmer, Jr., please join us for his celebration of life. The celebration
will be held on July 29, 2017, from 11:00 am-1:00 pm, at 44190 Natalie Terrace, Ashburn, VA.

Donations may be made in his memory to Loudoun Club 12, 58 Sycolin Road SE, Leesburg, VA
20175; 203.771.2271. Please share online condolences with the family at

www.loudounfuneralchapel.com
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EL Elaine posted:

Jim was an amazing man. We shared our love of the Patriots every time we would meet. He helped

so many people in the most unselfish way. He was grateful to AA for allowing him to be there for

others. I miss his happy face and New England accent and always saying "I'm absolutely delighted to

be here!"

July 29 at 4:23 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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